Introduction
Gastropods have been known to occur in the Lilydale Limestone for more than 75 years (Etheridge 1890 , 1891 , Cresswcll 1893 and opercula for almost the same length of time (Cresswell 1894 , Etheridge 1894 . These opercula have not been studied in detail in recent times, though several taxa of the gastropod fauna known only from their shells have been redescribed (Philip and Talent 1959) . Now through the kindness of Mr Edmund D. Gill, Deputy Director, National Museum of Victoria, we have been able to study a large collection of opercula from the well-known Cave Hill locality in Victoria, Australia. In turn, examination of the specimens necessitated an investigation of the widely scattered literature on Palaeozoic gastropod opercula, and some examples from living forms.
and from the same locality. For some genera, such association has been a matter of controversy which is still not fully resolved, as for example with the Early Ordovician Ceratopea (Yochelson and Bridge 1957 One might assume that shells and opercula will occur in a one-to-one ratio, but Hadfield (1970, pp. 307-308) observed that the vermetid gastropod Petulonconchus montereyensis (Dall) Thompson (1942, pp. 772-778) (Raup and Michelson 1965 (Fleishmann 1932 , Kessel 1941 Group (Gill 1965 Philip and Talent (1959) who assigned it to Straparollus (luiomphalus); we prefer to use the original generic name in a quotational sense, for reasons noted below. 
